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17:40–18:15: Award Ceremony Innovation Prize of German BioRegions

13:00–14:10: Sessions

What has Politics Done for German 
and European Investment?

The tax credits for research, which was 
fought for over decades in Germany, 
is now considered a major success in 
stimulating investment in research. Are 
other measures such as the Growth Op-
portunities Act, the Future Fund and the 
WIN initiative also efficient? What about 
European efforts to improve the financ-
ing of biotechnology in the private and 
in the public sector?

BMFTR Science Slam – Battle of the 
Winners – GO-Bio next was Only the 
Beginning

See them jump from lab to industry. Six 
BMFTR funded projects – the winners 
of the GO-Bio next round 2025 – pres-
ent their work in an entertaining way. 
Surgery on a beating heart, “sleeping” 
tumor cells that can wake up at any 
time, there is no challenge our scientists 
wouldn’t take on.

New Kids on the Block in Industrial 
Biotech

Company founders pitch their young 
company and share their experiences 
starting a company. In the end, the audi-
ence votes for the best pitch. The winner 
will take home a ticket for the European 
Chemistry Partnering 2027.

14:20–15:30: SESSIONS

BMFTR – Get Innovations Off the 
Ground! Biotechnology for Resilient 
Production Platforms

The High-Tech Agenda Germany fo-
cuses on six key technologies that are 
vital for competitiveness, technological 
sovereignty, and a resilient society. Mod-
ern biotechnology helps us to develop 
treatments and vaccines, ensure high 
agricultural yields and provide innova-
tive solutions for resource-efficient 
industrial production. Succesful transfer 
is crucial to translate excellent research 
into economic strength. This session 
showcases four projects funded by the 
Federal Ministry of Research, Technolo-
gy and Space, demonstrating how mod-
ern bioeconomy is pivotal for prosperity 
and can contribute to resilient industries, 
agriculture and food production.

25 Years After the Race for the Human 
Genome Project – And the Scientific 
Revolution Goes on

The first draft of the human genome 
was published 25 years ago. Given the 
technological capabilities at the time, 
this was a monumental achievement 
that fundamentally changed biological 
research and its needs for supplemen-
tary disciplines or converging technolo-
gies. In this symposium, we will look at 
how knowledge and technology have 
changed since then and what break-
throughs we can expect in the future 
thanks to genome research and how 
new policies and projects can help here.

Biotech for Animal Health

Mostly unknown to the public, bio-
technology is also an integral part of 
veterinary medicine. Whether diagnos-
tics, vaccines, or biologics, companies 
in the pharmaceutical and biotech 
industries are important for the health of 
farm animals, sporting animals, and pets. 
And: Can Humans also Benefit from the 
experiences based on the treatment of 
Animals with innovative Medicines?

16:30–17:40: SESSIONS

Presentations of Finalists of the 
Innovation Prize of German BioRegions

The Council of German BioRegions (AK 
BioRegio) is the central expert network 
of Germany’s local biotech industry
clusters promoting innovation for 
biotechnology. In 2026, we will award 
the Innovation Prize of German BioRe-
gions for the 19th time for outstanding 
proprietary research results in biotech-
nology and life sciences. In an interac-
tive format, the six most innovative and 
promising concepts will be presented to 
the jury and the audience.

BMWE Talk „Industrial Bioeconomy“

How does the industrial bioeconomy strength-
en Europe’s competitiveness? This session 
provides a concise update on the BMWE’s 
national and European activities – from its 
funding program and dialogue platform to 
the EU bioeconomy strategy and the IPCEI 
Biotechnology. A deep dive presents the key 
messages of the dialogue platform’s position 
paper on GMOs and classifies its impact on 
development, approval, and market ramp-up. 
In the subsequent panel discussion, com-
pany representatives from the food & feed, 
biobased chemicals, and biobased materials 
sectors provide concise insights into their 
IPCEI investments.

Metabolic Profiling as Driver for 
Precision Medicine

Metabolic profiling gives information 
about small molecules generated 
during metabolism. It provides a direct 
measure of biochemical processes, 
offering the closest view of the molecu-
lar phenotype. How this helps with our 
understanding of disease and allows 
for personalized diagnosis and targeted 
therapies will be discussed in this ses-
sion.

From 19:00: Networking Reception by biosaxony e. V.

11:30–13:00: Lunch Break | 11:40–12:10: Luncheons

15:30–16:30: Coffee Break | 15:45–16:15: Coffeeons

10:00–11:30: ERÖFFNUNG | Opening
Ministerin Dorothee Bär, Bundesministerium für Forschung, Technologie & Raumfahrt
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April 22
From 7:30: Registration

11:15–12:15: Sessions

Turning Strategy into Impact: 
Next Steps for Gene and Cell Therapy

Almost two years have passed since 
the National Strategy for Gene and Cell 
Therapy has been presented to the 
former minister for research. Time to ask 
about the progress that has been made 
to advance this innovative field of R&D in 
Germany. Which of the proposed mea-
sures have already been addressed or 
implemented? What are the next steps 
to make the strategy a success?

Game Changing Technologies in the 
Light of Biotechnology

Both the EU and Germany’s High-Tech 
Agenda focus their innovation promo-
tion efforts on key enabling technologies. 
Many of these technologies accelerate 
each other’s development. Biotechnol-
ogy will benefit greatly from advances in 
quantum computing, microelectronics, 
AI, and advanced materials. Examples 
for the potential of such symbiosis will be 
presented at this symposium.

Toward Greener Farming: 
The Role of Biotechnology

The residues of pesticides and organic 
residues in the soil are a challenge for 
modern agriculture. Biotechnology can 
effectively reduce this input through 
a wide variety of innovations. thereby 
contributing to environmental protection 
and biodiversity. Examples of this will be 
presented at this symposium.

14:55–15:55: SESSIONS

New Kids on the Block in Medical Biotech

Company founders pitch their young company and share their ex-
periences successfully starting a company in Germany. In the end, 
the audience votes for the best pitch. The winner will be awarded 
a ticket the Bio-Europe 2026.

Sustainable Food Production for our Century

Many of our foods are being improved with the help of biotech-
nology to make them healthier, longer-lasting, and more sustain-
able. Examples of this will be presented at this symposium. The 
role of food tec and newly explored bioresources in the even 
bigger picture will be discussed.

Networking and Departure 

8:00–9:00: Breakfast Sessions

10:45–11:15: Coffee Break

12:15–13:45: Lunch Break | 12:50–13:20: Luncheons

13:45–14:45: Sessions

Antibiotic Resistance: 
Fighting the Silent Pandemic

To contain the silent pandemic of antibi-
otic resistance, we need – among other 
things – accurate and fast diagnostics 
and new anti-infectives. What progress 
has been made in this crucial field of 
research? What needs to happen to 
ensure that new tools to combat this 
silent pandemic are made available to 
patients more quickly?

Novel Approaches to Develop and 
Manufacture „Difficult to Make 
Biologics“

The development and manufacturing 
of complex biologics – including the ex-
pression of some glycosylated proteins 
and cell therapies – remains one of the 
greatest challenges for the biotech and 
pharma industry. For such difficult to 
express biologics, new solutions based 
on novel technologies such as continu-
ous and perfusion manufacturing, plant-
based and cell-free systems or the use of 
in-silico design and AI for optimizing mol-
ecules, processes or patient stratification 
are required and emerging. The session 
explores the challenges, technologies, 
solutions, and opportunities in this rapidly 
evolving field.

SynBio – How far Have we Come with 
Life from the Construction Kit?

Synthetic biology still leads a shadowy 
existence in Germany. Yet the combi-
nation of biology and engineering can 
develop biological systems that benefit 
the energy sector, the environment, 
our health, our nutrition, and even our 
biosecurity. We discuss the state of the 
research discipline and show examples 
from practice. How could it be facilitated 
to establish a commercial stage com-
pany as part of a European Bioeconomy 
Ecosystem.

9:15–10:45: Plenum | Plenary
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Organisation:
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BIO Deutschland e. V.
Schützenstr. 6a
10117 Berlin
Tel.: +49 30 2332164-30 
events@biotechnologietage.de
www.biotechnologietage.de

Contact Venue
Kongresshalle am Zoo
Pfaffendorfer Straße 31
04105 Leipzig

Networking event
Moritzbastei
Kurt-Masur-Platz 1
04109 Leipzig
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Sponsorship Opportunities
German Biotech Days | 21 & 22 April 2026, Leipzig

2026

In addition to extensive logo sponsorships, selected on-site 
packages and a limited number of stand spaces are still 
available. Download the official catalog now or reserve a 
package of your choice directly:

www.german-biotech.day/sponsoring/reservation.html

We are offering a fully-fledged partnering solution at the 
DBT. Take advantage of the opportunity to make specific 
appointments and cultivate your business relationships in 
addition to the program, the exhibition, and general net-
working during the breaks.

Partnering – The networking bonus

#DBT2026

Palladium Sponsor Platinum Sponsor

With kind support from:


